Member of Parliament . congernin the great 
'» Growth of Popery,. and the reals Pragti 
*"ces of the Romi/b Biſbops and Prieſts, at this time, 
1n England. wy 


N the laſt Converſation I had with You, You were pleas'd to tell me, You 
had read the late Appeal fo a7 Proteſtant Kings, Princes and States ; thar 
You were fatisfy'd of _ OY Danger of the Proteſtant Religi 
abroad, and of the Cruelties and Barbarities that have been and are us'd 
- ainft It in ſeveral Parts of Chriſtendom -þut that You hop'd the Prote- 
ſtant Religion is fafe in Exg/and, and we have nothing to fear from bere. 
As tothis laſt I was altogether of another Mind, and think I can fſhew I had very 
great Reaſon ſoto be. | , 

|t was no Diſpute betwixt us, Whether Popery be as pernicious to the Civil 
Rights, as the Religious Concerns of this Natiog ; or a Regard was had to 
Theſe in all the Laws which the Wiſdom of Parliaments hath from time 
made againſt Popery. We both allow'd the Neceſſity and the Sufficiency of thoſe 
Laws; but wherher all thoſe Laws are not now aſleep, will not long be a Diſpute 
betwixt us. | 

To ſecure this Nation from the Idolatries of Popery, and the Uſurpations of the 
Biſhops of Rome upon the Rights of this Kingdom, it was found neceſſary he 
Wiſdom of our Parliaments to make very ſtrict Laws againſt Both; eſp y 
when the Biſhops of Rome had the [mpudence to iſſue out their Bulls to deprive 
Q. Elizabeth of glorious Memory of her Crown, and to Abſolve all Her SubjeQs 
from their Allegiance to Her. 


By ſome of theſe Laws it is Treaſon (a) for any Popiſh Biſhop, Prieſt or Je-(«) 27 
Co2+ 


ſuit, &c. either to come into Exg/and, or remain here ; and Felony for any know- 
ingly to receive or relieve them here. But to what purpoſe are theſe Laws now ? v7 
The three Popi(h Biſhops made in the late Popiſh Reign do till continue here; and 
exerciſe their pretended Juriſdictions, as if —_—_— in 7zaly it ſelf. They have 
canton'd our Kingdom into Provinces ; and as their pretended Bp. Leyborn has Lon- 
don, and the Counties about it for his ſhare, ſo their Bp. Gifferd has the Weff and 
Wales ; and their Bp. Smith the Northern Parts ; where they exerciſe all the Parts 
of their Fundions without controul. It's too well known that this laſt Summer 
Bp. Gifford went confirming thro' Wales; and that they boaſt of the many Hun- 
dreds He confirm'd then. < 
And for Prieſts and Jeſuits, do they not now ſwarm all over the Nation, eſpe- 
cially in and about Lowdon > And fo much, thaz it cannot be deny'd that there are 
more Popiſh Prieſts in Eg/and ar this time, rhan were in the late Popilh Reign it 
ſelf; and at the time of the 4ſſaſination Plor, 50 Prieſts are known to have come 
over in one Week. | 
Give me leave to ask now, Whether You think there can beone Popiſh Lord or 
Gentleman in Exg/and without s Popiſh Prielt in his Hcuſe, when it cannot bede-: 
ny'd that there. are at leaſt'100 Jeſuits, x 50 Franciſcans, an4 proportionably of 
the BenediQines, Dominicans, Capuchins; Carmelites, and of the Seculiar Prieſts 
at this time in Exg/and. They have their Provincials and other Superiors; they 
keep in one Popiſh Great Man's Houſe or _ yearly Synods and Viſitati- 
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ons, and hold their Triennial Chapters for the chuſing thoſe Provincials, &c. and 
are in as much method here as even in Rome or France. And one would think frem 
theſe their Numbers, and PraQices, that\there are no more Laws againſt them in 
England, than in France or Rome. Has not (to trouble You with no more Names 
at preſent) that infanzous Jeſuit Fr/ers (Brothigtothe farfiouWrivy-coungellor) 
who torgour Engli lein his Kylpit in Lime-Meet in ie up Reighh con- 
tinu'd an Exg/and ever ſince, liv dgit Marrybone der the Namgot Spencer, and is 
at the Head of all the Jeſuits Aﬀairs at this Day ? I IE 


By the Wiſdom of our Parligments Laws, were alſo made to forbid abſolutely 
any Popiſh Worſhip in England; to ſay Maſs is the Forfeiture (5) of 200 Marks 


with ane Year's lmprifoqment; and 10 he ig te, Farſeiture of 100 Marks 
. with a_Year's knpriſenment ; a yet, ple wir brand your Laws, SPE oa 


Relpry is there gvery where, to%em in £ondow, in Tork, in Wincheſter, in Durham 
RY ES Pg now ! And what Crouds may be feet any Subday- 
morning, in Lixcoly's-Inn- Fields ! . Welk 

I am aſlur'd there arc but few Pariſhes in London, wherein Mats is not ſaid every 
Sunday ; and | may aitirm that to You, which will ſtartle You very much, There 
are more: Maiks {aid in a Sundays forenoon in :Loydon and Weſtminſter, than. the 
Church -of -Eig/and:Services in all the Pariſh-Churches within the Bills of Mar- 
tality pur rogerher. And the Levying the Fincs of this one Act upon the Parts 
forthe Teri of thelaſt Year only, would have rais'd ſo much Money, as wottfd 
aos Ooly:pay-off thas great Debt which the ingenious Dr. Davenaxt has vety judi- 
cioully computed the Nation to be in, but prevent your laying one Farthing of 
Tax upon the Nation for Seyen Years to come. - gigs. | 

- ls it not, Sir, a Promunire by our Laws (6), either to bring into Eyelard, or 
to.receive any Agnes Dez's, Beads, or ſuch Popiſh Trinkets ?, ls it not the Forfei- 
ture of 40 Shillings either to ſell or buy here any one Popiſh Pſalter, Manual, 
Roffiric, or Office whatever (4) 2 and yet theſe things are brovght in, and boughc 
and fold as publickly, as Toys or Books are in Weftwin/ter-ball in Tertti-time £ 
Sometimes in the Hall, fomerimes in the Court, . and: ſometimes before the very 
Gates of a certain Houſe, which'was not long ſince a Franciſcan Convent. Alas, 
Sir, Popery is fo far from being baſhful here, that it's not content barely to make 
nothing of your Laws, but can with ſcors trample upon them, What leſs is the 
PaſMs reſorting, publickly, in Crowds, as it were un Proceſſions? as almoſt all 
King's-{treet know they did bur laſt Ofober 13th, into the Cathedral of Wefmix- 
ter ntelf; and. there, inthe Face of the Sun, paid their Superſtitiaus Devotions at 
the Shrine of Edward the Conteſlor. 

That Juſt Dercflation 2gainſt Popery, which the whole Nation had entertain'd, 
made it the Care of Parliaments to prevent any of the SubjeRs being perverted 
to that Religion. They w iely confider'd that there could nct be a Convert made 
to Popery without loſing a Subject to the Government ;z and 1n oxr Days this muſt 
hold truer than.ever, there being not one Native Papiſt, or Popiſh Convert, 1 dare 
1ay, that does not perfeQtly hate the preſent Government. Such Conſiderations 
madeour Parliaments more than once to Enat, That it ſhould be Treaſon (e) in 
'any.one to tarx another, or to be turn'd to the Popith Religion here ; and Miſpri- 
ifion of Trealon for any that were Aigders or Maintainers init. But are there {lill, 
Sir, tuch Laws in Fagland, when it's the daily Endeavour of above Thouſands in 
England to make Cunverts to Popery ? and they can glory of the Numbers they 
have.made. The Popith Biſhops and Pricits are every-where at Liberty to make 
what Converts they can. here are not ſewer than twenty Prieſts about one 
Chappcl in LZ. 7. Fields every Sunday, part.of. whoſe Puſincls is to fay the 
Maſles, -and another. part to make Converts. Have they nor carricd their Cor- 
verts in triumph to their Maſs at Durham?> Do they not brag atthe Siſters Lanes 
Maſs- houſe, or rather Nunnery, in Winzckeſter, (in the very Face of the Cathe- 
dral) of the Converts they makethere? And, to-omit forty .morc Inflances, can- 
not the Father James at Somerſet-houſe, and the two. Iriſh Fryars Nagent alias Lu- 
cas, and Offvg alias Fens at the Convent in L. 7. Fields, glory of the Converts they 
have:made, and are, in contempt: of all your Laws, daily making? Newgate ic 
ſelf cannot eſcape their Diligence;-and the Iriſh Comeil can give a-g00d Account 


bers of Maſs-hobfes are up and down this Kingdonvat this rime! And what publick 


of his Induſtry, if not of his Succeſs here, ; Up: 


(3) 

Upon the mention of theſe three 7rif6 Prieſts give me leave toaskwhatYou 
think the French King would fay to it, if my Lord Manchefer, inftead 'of Oar 
Chaplain He has with him, had entertain'd Twelve or Bqurteen Frexch'Proteftant 
Miniſters, whoſe Buſineſs ſhould have been chitfly tobaptize, viſit the Sick, ang 
give the Communion up and 'down Paris, 'and ro make what Converts they. 
could from Popery > There is rtiore than one Gentleman'in Ezglaxd;: thatknows 
the reaſon of ſuch a Queſtion here. And the taking up of Dr. #ictare (when 
Chaplain with myLd, Portland) by theLieutenant Criminal at Paris,on afalfinfors 
marion, gives us ag Anſwer alls frony Fr avct«- /Burto return to their Triuijphs 
here about their Converts, it would be*%unpatdonabte'ro/ omir the-kate- trinmphaiit 
Reception that was made for the-Lord Ba/tamove's Son's-Lady atithe Francilcars 
Chappel, how it wasſtrew'd with Flowers, & her firſt coming there. -Nay 
fo bufie and fo furions is their Zeal #0w,' that a Convert from-Popery peesintlane 

r of his Lite in Eug/ard ; and the late Spiriting away of the pobr Spaxi/b-amd 

dr thgwfe Converts tells you very plifly,. whar'they daredoinow; 'ab welt as 
ch&ir impudent Perſecution of Dr. Cox#er artiis dying Hours ; as Dr; #7. of St.Ges's 
can tell you more ar large. © 049) {24 4 
** Would You, or, your Houſes of Parliament, think fit to-inquire ifto the Num- 
ber of Converts to Popery, ' made withia this thirty orfforty Years paſty"Ibe- 
lieve it would ſtartle You far morethan this Letters earn; ' It's true; You would 
not find them all zere,; for That is another part of their Carez-as well-as of their 
Contempt of all your Laws, that they ſend- moſt of 'eniaway to theit Popith Se- 
tinaries abroad ; and they dare brag that ſcarce a Week paſſes, in which they 
do not ſend either a bortt'Papfſt or # Popiſh Convert ro of '/erm: 2 Andthe 
Jeſuit Perers alias Spencer has a ver neomgrotanA this Chargei/s / 1, + 


And are not theſerheir Poptſh Serminaries as in Aﬀrontto. your kaWs asany 
of the reft 2 What Care has not the Wiſdomof Parlianiettsraken toprevent any of 
our Subj:As being fent for Poptſh Educatibn abroad ! The Laws in thisreſpet are 
ſo ſtrit and ſevere, that any one that reads them would concludes thar: the 
orcareſt Papilt if qd mn fot ſer Child abroad whofocdpcrtedy tauch 
more that no Min durlt eitfer mike Converts to Popery, or ſend ty iof emto 
to their Popiſh Seminaries. ke T7 e000 70 $i 'T offs nr 17 

'Blit for all this, they fend *em conſtantly abroad, bothy Sons 4nd Daughters, 
both Papiſts born, -and Popiſh Converts; and are breeding rherfi up chire. foo ths 
cantinual Diſturbance of ou Nation; and make of their-Qonverrs the very worſt 
Firebrands of all; as the Jefuit Parſovs did prove, and I fear! the late Mathnas 
Convert will. Nor have they ſuch Popiſh Seminaries only abroad; this would 
be too {mall a Contempt of Youand your Laws, if they did not keep up ſome here 
under our own Nofes. They have their Popiſh Schools in London, and too many 
other places; they have their Naxzerzes, at Tork ior inſtance and at FZamerfmith ; 
and the latter Nuns, live in hopes of better Accommodations at a Noble Hoofe not 
fir from them, which | think is called $:0- Houle, and they fay belongs to the 
Nuns-of St. Brigzt. i 

[ was not willing to trouble" You witlrtoo long'a Letter, eſpecially in Parlia- 
ment-time, or.l ſhould have inſtanc'd, in more Matters, and particularly about 
.thoſe good Men the Jeſuits, whoſe Eſtate i Prgland is not computed at ſs ghan 
.z00001. per Ang. And would. You not thigk' it ſtridge, if thee Feſhits) byKh& 
Agent B. ſhould be at this very time the Farmets'of Mixers of the City! of 
London-ic ſelf, and cruelly exaCting uport the' po6t People there ni nets 

This isrhe State-of Popery-now in Eng/and,-and theſe are their Pratices: And 
now, Six, I will again as& You, isthere no_ Danger of the Proteſtant Religion 
bere2. ls there'no Fear of Popery in Zng/and, when it is raking fo great a Pro- 
gre(s among us? When the Popyh Prietts now ſwarm. throughgur the Kingdom ; 

When their Maſſes are publick almoſt every-where, and: frequented as openly, 
S it theirs was, and not ours, the Eſtablitht Religion of the Country ; When 
they compaſs every Part and Place of Englanl 4 theirConverts,:and gloty 
ſo much in their Numbers of rherfi;, and ſend%em't6 their Popiſh Seminaries and 
Convents abroad. 
What could they do more, if theirs was the Eſtabliſht Religion of the Nation ; 


as they hope e're long to fee it, and declare they do nct ſear Accompliſhing their 
| | gre#t 


Coleorancebnet 


hfield:or Fo 


Frere} -w/rar pre PoperyP 
cies, and even the laft Aſaſinarieg 
late-Reign, and how near the De 
our 'Rights'and Liberties was #1 
tmraculous Deliverance which well O 

long preſerve. What is the meajſing of 
now-under?' Were weall mi T 
now, was ſo idolatrous, and ſuperikt 
become a holy, innocent, harmleſg i 
Popery isPopery/t+7, Our conſtelt.imp 
care of our ſelves, it will take Wy! 
our Hearts to bleed; 


you have the greateſt 

ting -an /Effechual Stop to the Grg i" o_ hen cool: 

ſs 0n-che Throoe, iz, not only. Proteſtant bur 2 Kigg. zo whom, uode 

we owe our Prefervation from Popery Fab toro th rt and  - 


Courage for the Proteſtant Religion and wa dy incomparably beyond any King, 
or Prince, in Chriſtendom. 
You cannot expeQt, or be pleaſed with, any Apology for the Freedom of this 


Letter from, 


| S I R, 
\ Fan.15-99- Tour moi# AfﬀeFtionate, Einmble Servant, R.W. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


f N Appeal to all Proteſtant Kings, Princes and States, concerning the appe- a- 
reut Danger of the Proteſtant Religion; and the great Decay of its Intere 
With a mo## Awakening Account of the UnjuFt and C1 nel Methods for the 


Deletion thereof, that are al in ſeveral Countries. 


—_C— 
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. 7 Beware of a Counterfeit Impreſſion of this Letter, being Printed by ill Perſons 


very falſe, on purpeſt, as may be ſappoſed, ro ſham the Truth of it. As 
for inſtance, in Pag, 1. it wemions 1 yoo" Franciſcans FINE of 150, and 


meny others. 


The True One 1s Printed with the above Advertiſement, and for Brab az Azlmer ig 
Cornbil, on very good Paper, and Sold for 2 &. 1760. 


